CHAPTER Xiil-—Continued.

“Hae he given up?” asked Abbott,
his volce strangely unfamillar in his
OWD 6Ars,

“A man cnn struggle just so long
against odds, then he wins or becomes
broken, Women are not logleal; gen-
erally they permit themselves to be
gulded by Impulse rather than by rea-
son. ‘This man | am telllng you about
waé proud; perhaps too proud. It is
a shameful fact, but he ran away.
True, he wrote letter after letter, but
all these were returned unopened.
Then he stopped.”

"A woman would a good deal rather
believe clrcumstantial evidence than
not. Humph!™ The colonel primed
his pipe and relighted it “She couldn’t
have bean worth mueh.”

“Worth much!” erfed Abbott, “What
do you {mply by that?"

“No man will really give up a
‘woman who Is really worth while, that
is, of course, admitting that your man,
Courtlandt, {s a man, Perhaps, though,
it was his fault. He was pot persistent
enough, maybé & bit spineless, The
fact that he gave up so quickly pos-
sibly convinced her that her Impres-
slons were correct. Why, I'd have
followed her day in and day out, year
aflter year; never would 1 have let up
untll I bad proved to her that she had
been wrong.”

“The colonel {s right” Abbott ap-
proved, never taking his eyes off Court-
landt, who was apparently absorbed in
the contemplation of the braad crumbs
under his fingers,

“And more, by hook or crook, I'd
have dragged in the other woman by
the halr and made her confees,”

“I do mot doubt fit, colonel” re-
sponded Courtlandt, with a dry laugh.
“And that would really have been the
ond of the story. The herolne of this
rambling talo would then have been
absolutely certain of collusion be-
tween the two.”

“That is like a woman,” the Barons
agreed, and he knew gomething about
them. “And where Is this man now ™

“Hero,” sald Courtlandt, pushing
back his chair and rising. “I am he.”
He turned his back upon them and
sought the garden.

Tableau!

“Dash mel” cried the colonel, who,
being the t interested personally,
was first to or his speech,

The Barone drew In his breath
eharply. Then he looked at Abbott.

“l suspected It,” repllied Abbolt to
the mute guestion. Bince the epleode
of Iast night his philosophical outlook
had broadened. He had lost Nors,
but had come out of the agony of love
refused to fuller manhood. As long
as he lived he was certain that the
petty affalrs of the day were never
egain going to disturh him.

“Let him bo," was the colonel’s sug-
pestion, adding a gesture in the direo-
tion of the casement door through
which Courtlandt had gone. “He's as
big n man as Nora Is & woman. If he
has returned with the determination of
winning her, he will.”

They did not ses Courtlandt agaln.
After a few minutes of restless to-and-
froing, he procsedad down to the land-
ing, belped himselfalo the ocolonel's
motor-boat, and returnesd to Bellaggio.
At the hotel he msked for the duke,
only to be told that the duks mnd
madame bad left that morning for
Paris. Courtlandt saw (hat he had
permitied one great opportunity to slip
past, He gave up tha battle. One
more good look at her, and he would
go away. The odds had been too
strong for him, and he knew that he
was broken.

When the motor-boat came back, Ab-
bott and the baron made use of It also.
They crossed in ellgnce, heavy-hearted.

On landing Abbott sald: “It s
probable that I shall not see you again
this year. I am leaving tomorrow for
Paris. It's a great world, isn't it, where
they toss us around like dica? Bome
throw sixes and others deuces. And in
thie game you and I bave lost two out
of three.” )

“J shall return to Reme,” replied the

. “My long leave of absence is
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not end until October.”

“Tomorrow " dim-eyed, Colente re-
turnod the nofes,

“¥ea. You play the fourth ballade
and I'll sing from Madame. It will be
vary lonesome without them.” Nora
gazad fnto the wall mirror and gave &
pet or two to her hatr.

When the men arrived, it was Im-
prossed on Nora's mind that never had
she seen them so amiable townard each
other. They were positivaly friendly.
And why not? The test of the morn-
ing had proved each of them to his
own Individual satlsfaction, and had
done away with thomse stilted manner
lema that generally make rivals ridicu-
lous in all eyes aave thelr own. The
revelation at luncheon had convineed
them of the futility of things In gen-
eral and of woman in particular, They
were, without being aware of the faect,
ench a consolation to the other. The
old adage that misery loves company
was never more nicely typified,

It Celeste azpected Nora to exhibit
any signs of distress over the ap-
proaching departure, she was dlsap-
pointed. In truth, Nora was secretly
pledsed to be rid of thess two sultors,
much as sghe liked them. The Barone
had not yet proposed, and his sudden
determination to return to Rome eliml-
nated this disagreeable possibility.
She was glad Abbott was going be-
cause ahe had hurt him without Inten-
tion, and the sight of him was, In spite
of her Innocence, a conatant reproach.

“I¢ You Can Stand Up In Front of Me
for Ten Minutes You Need Make
No Expianations.”

Presently she would-have her work.
and there would be no time for lonall-
ness.

The person who euffered keeneat
was Osleste. She was awake; the ten-
der little dream was gone; and bravely
ehe accepted the fact. Never her aglle
fingers stumbled, and she played re-
markably well, from Beethoven,
Chopin, Grieg, Rubinstain, MacDowaell,
Aud Nora, perverssly enough, sang
from old light opera.

When the two men departed, Coeleata
went to her room and Nora out upon
the terrace. It was after five. No one
wan about, so far as she could see.
Bhe stood enchanted over the trans-
formation that was affecting the moun-
tains and the lakea, How she loved
the spot! How she would have llked
to spend the rest of her days here!
And how beautiful all the world was
today!.

Bhe gave a frightened little scream.
A strong palr of arma had encircled
her. Bhe started to ory out again, but
the sound was mufed and blotted out
by the pressure of a man's lips upon
her own, Bhe struggled violently, and

suddenly was freed.

“If 1 were & man,” sha sald, “you
should die for that!"

“It was an opportunily not to be
lgnored,” returned Courtlandt “It Is
trua that 1 was a fool to run away se
1 did, but my return has convinced me
that | should have been as much a foal
had 1 remalned to tag you sbout, beg-
ging for an interview, 1 wrote you
lottern. You returned them upopened.
You have condemned me without a
hearing. 8o be it. You may consider
that kiss the farewell appearance so
dear to the operatic heart,” bitterly,

He addressed most of this to the
back of ber head, for she was already
walking toward the villa into which
she disappeared with the proud air of
some queen of tragedy. Hhe was &
capltal actress,

A heavy hand fell upon Court-
landt's ghoulder, He was Irresistibly
drawn right about face.

“Now, then, Mr, Courtlandt” sald
Harrigan, his eyes blue and cold as

‘ ps you will explain?

| not waste any time.

Courtinndt flung off the hand aad an
swared: “I refuse!™

“Ah1" Harrigan atood off a faw steps
and ran his glance critically up and
down this man of whom he had
thought to make a friend. “You're a
husky Ind, There's one way out of
this for you,"

“8o long as it does not necessitate
any expiapations,” indifferently.

“In the bottom of one of Nora's
trunks Is a #et of my old gloves, There
will not be anyone up at the tennis
court this time of day. If you are not
& mean cuss, If you are not an ordinary
low-<down Imitation of & man, you'll
meel me up thera foside of five min-
utes. If you can stand up in front of
mae for ten minutes, you need not
make any explanatiope. On the other
hand, you'll hike out of here as fast
a8 hoats and trains can take you. And
never come back.”

"1 am nearly twenly years younger
than you, Mr. Harrlgan.”

*Oh, don't let that worry you any,”
with & truculent laugh.

"Very wall, You will ind me there.
After all, you are her father.”

“You bat I am!”

Harrigan stole Into his daughter's
room nnd soundlessly bored into the
bottom of the trunk that contalned the
ralics of past glory. As he pulled them
forth, a folded oblong strip of parch-
ment came out with them and fut-
tered to the floor; but he was too
busily engaged to notloe it, nor would
he have bothered if he had. The bot-
tom of the trunk was littered with oid
letters and programs and operatic
scores, He wrapped the gloves In a
newspaper and got away without be-
ing seen, He was as happy as a boy
who had discovered an opening In the
fence between him and the apple or-
chard. He was rather astonished to
see Courtlandt kneeling In the clover
patch, hunting for a fourleaf clover.
It was patent that the young man was
not troubled with nerves,

“Here!” he cried, brusquely, tossing
over a palr of gioves, “If this method
of settling the dispute lsn't satisfac-
tory, I'll accept your explanations.”

For reply Courtiandt stood up and
stripped to his undershirt. He drew
on the gloves and laced them with
the aild of his teeth. Then he kneaded
them carefully. The two men eyed
each other a little more respectfully
than they had ever done before.

“This slogle court is about am near
as we can make It. The man who
steps outside le whipped.”

“l agree,” sald Courtlandt.

“No rounds with rests; untll one or
the other is outside. Clean breaks.
That's sbout all. Now, put up your
dukes and take a man's llcking, |
thought you were your father's son,
but I guesa you ara llke the rest of
‘am, hunters of women,"

Courtlandt laughed and stepped to
the middle of the court. Harrigan did
He sont In a
stralght jab to the jfaw, but Court-
landt blockaed it neatly and countered
with a hard one on Harrigan's ear,
which began to swell,

“Fine!" growled Harrigan. “You
know something about the game. It
won't be as if I was walloping a baby."
He sent a left to the body, but the
right falled to reach his man,

For some time Harrigan jabbed and
Awung and uppercut; often he reached
his opponent's body, but never his
face. It worrled him a little to find
that he conld not stir Courtlandt more
than two or three feet. Courtlandt
never followed up any advantage, thus
making Harrigan Yorce the fighting,
which was rather to his liking. But
presently it began to enter hle mind
convinelngly that apart from the In-
itial blow, the younger man was work-
Ing wholly on the defensive. As If he
were afrald he might hurt him! This
served to make the old fellow furious,
He bored In right and left, left and
right, and Courtlandt gave way, step
by step until he was so close to the
line that he could see it from the cor-
ner of his eye. This glance, swift
as It was, came near to belng his undo-
ing. Harrlgan ecaught him with a ter
rible right on the jaw. It was a glanec-
ing blow, otherwise the fight would
have ended then and there, Instantly
he lurched forward and clinched be-
fore the other could add the finishing
touch,

The two pushed about, Harrigan
fiercely striving to break the younger
man's hold, He was begiloning to
breathe hard besides. A little longer,
and his blows would luck the proper
steam. FMoally Courtlandt broke away
of his own accord. His head buzted
n little, but aside from that he had
recovered. Harrigan pursued his tac-
tics and rushed, But this time there
was an offensive return, Courtlandt
became the aggressor, There was no
withstanding him. And Harrigan
fairly saw the end; but with that In-
domitable pluck which had made him
famous in the annals of the ring, he
kept banging away., The swiftt, oruel
Jjabs here and there upon his body
began to tell, Oh, for a minuta's rest
and a plece of lemon on his parched
tonguel Buddenly Courtlandt rushed
him tlgerishly, Innding & jab which
closed Hurrigan's right eye. Court
landt dropped his hande, and stepped
back, His glance traveled suggest-
Ively to Harrigan's feel. He was out-
alde the “ropes.”

“1 beg your pardon. Mr, Harrigan,
for loslng my lemper.”

"What's the odds? ! lost mine You
win" Harrigan was a true sportaman,
He bad no excuses to offer. He bad
dug the pit of humiliation with his
own hands, He recognlzed thls as one
of two facta. The other was that had
Courtlandt extended himself, the battle
would bave lasted about one minute
It was gall and wormwood. but there
you wera,

“And now, you ask for explanations.
Ask your daughter to maks (hem.”
Courtlandt pulled off the gloves and
got Into his clothes. "You mar add,
sir, that I shall never troubls her
again with my unwelcome attentions.
I leave for Milan in the morning.”
Courtlandt left the feld of victory
without further comment.

“Well, what do you think of that?™
mused Harrigan, as he stooped wwver
to gather up the gloves. “Any one
would say that he was the Injured
party. I'm In wrong on this Jdeal
somewhere, I'll ask Miss Nora & ques
tion or tweo."

It was not so easy returning. He
ran into his wife. He tried to dodge
her, but without succeas,

“James, whaers dld you get that
black eye?” tragleally.

“Ite a dalsy, aln’t it, Molly ™ push-
Ing past'her into Nora's room and clos
lng the door after him.

“Father!™

“That you, Nora?" blinking.

“Father, If you have been fghting
with him, I'll never forgive you."

“Forget It, Nora. | wasn't fghting.
I only thought 1 was.”

He ralsed the lid of the trunk and
cast In the gloves haphazard, And
then he saw the paper which had
fallen out, He picked up and squint-
ed at it, for he could not see very
well. Nora was leaving the room in
A temper.

*“Going, Nora ™

“lI am. And I advise you to have
your dinner In your room."

Alone, he turned on the light. It
never occurred to him that he might
be prying Into some of Nora's private
correspondence. He wunfolded the
parchment and held it under the light.
For a long time he stared at the writ-
ing, which was in Engliah, at the date,
at the names. Then he quletly refold-
ed it and put It away for future use,
immediate future use.

“This s a great world,” he mur
mured, rubbing his ear tenderly.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

HUNGRY CROWS KILLED CAT

Pussy Had No Chance Against the
Numbers and Ferocity of Her
Attackers.

Fuzzy-Wu, a small partl-colored Jap-
anese cat, which had been presented
receéntly by a frlend returning from
tha Orient to Ralph Marion, owner of
a farm in the Christian Hook section
of Oceanslde, L. 1, wandared a short
distance from the farmhouss and was
ptalking sparrows when a flock of

hungry crows descended on it

The leader of the crowa swooped
like & hawk on the cat, attacking with
claws, wings and beak. Fuzzy-Wn
tried to run away, but crows swarmed
in from all directions, From his
houss Marion saw the huge black
birds flapping thelr wings a few feet
above the ground and then darting
awkwardly downward,. When he ap-
proached them the flock took flight,
cawing angrily and leaving on the
ground the remains of a Japanese cat

Hunger, Increased by the present
cold spell, Is belleved to have been
the motive of the crows, which nor-
mally are content with worms, Insects
and grains.

Women to Bulld Chapel.

The National S8hrine of the Immacu-
iate Conception I8 to be the name of
the chapsl which Catholle women of
the United Statea will erect at the
Catholie university In Washington.
The money will be collected, not In
large gifts, but In small sums from all
the Cathollc women of the eountry,
through the Natlonal Organization of
Catholle Women, of which Mre. Henry
W. Taft, sister-in-law of former Presl
dent Taft, i the president. About
$60,000 of the §5600,000 required has al-
ready been recelved.

The Humlility Fallacy.

“Humility, ne a virtuse, |s fast dis-
appearing, and that's a very good
thing,” sald Mayor Rolph o S8an Fran-
claco.,

“Our fathers used to preach humility
to us—respect for our superiors, con-
tentment with our bumble station, and
so forth,

“iHe who Ia down need fear no fall,’
a humility exponent sald to me, sol-
emuly, one day,

“'Quite right,’ said I, ‘but he's sure
to get sat on and walked over. "

Facts In the Case.

Miss Laurs Drake Glll, president of
the College far Women at Buwanee,
Tenn,, says that while statistics show
that college women marry & litUde late
in life, they fumlly marry in the same
proportion as thelr female blood rela
tions who are not college bred,

Fault-Finding an Easy Matter,

The fauit-finder—it 1 his nature's
plagua to spy Into abuses and oft his
Jealousy shapes faults that are nol—
PP TENTS

WAR TIGHTENS REAL MONEY' ALL
OVER THE WORLD,
Large Cities of United Btates Go On
Bank Paper Basis Following
Action by London,

Wichita, Kan., Aug. 3, —Effect of
the European war flashed to Wichita
during the night, Despite the most
beautiful crop prospect in the history
of Kansas, and despite the fact that
tha last bank statements showed mik
llone of dollars deposited In Kansas
banks, Wichita bankers soon sfter
midnight received news which has
forced them to suspend cash pay-
ments.

All business hag been put upon a
paper basls. Bank checks until fur-
thor notice will be exchanged on
clearing house basis, with no cash
pald over the counter to depositors.

The action was caused in the Unlt-
ed States by the announcement that
the Bank of England has stopped cash
payments,

New York and Chlcago immediately
followed sult, followed by Kansas
City, and then by Wichita.

There ls no need for alarm among
bank depositors, since the system
merely forces a practice whereby the
largest volume of business is custom-
arlly transacted. Maost of the business
exchanges are conducted by an ax-
change of paper. The action today
slmply forces il exchanges to be made
In that manner,

This I8 the same method which was
adopted by Wichita banks Oct, 28, 1807,
and to which Wichita easily adjusted
her finam

New York, Aug. 3.—The New York
clearing housa committes called =
meeting of the clearing assoclation be-
fore banking hours today to arrange
{mmediate lssuance of clearing hous®
certificates,

The New York Savings Bank asso-
cintion will meet this morning and
lssne the sixty day clanse empowering
banks to refuse to pay depositors in
that period would go into effect.

Kansas City, Aug. 3.—The Kansas
City Clearing House assoclation Is
meeting now to declde whether it will
£o on a certificate basis,

These moves have been considered
ever since the war &cara started ae.
count of the heavy movement of gold.

Is not consldered sensational.

Treasury Backs Up U. 8. Banks.

Washington, Aug. 4—More than a
billion dollars in currency & to he
added to the circulating medlum in
the Unlted States by congress to meel
the sltuation resulting from the Euro-
pean crisls. This new money, backed
by the prime assels of the banks, may
be fssued under a modification of the
bank law, passed In both house and
senale today, then compromised In
conforence and approved by the ad-
ministration for final action in both
houges tomorrow,

Flood Country to Balk Army.

London, Aug. 4.—There (s a re-
port tonight that Holland has been
invaded through the provincs of Lim-
herg. Tho people of the Dutch king-
dom, resolved Lo go to any extremily,
are sald to_ be opening dikes and
floodng .the couniry, which would
make the passage of an army impos-
sible,

Head Off Huge Rallway Strike,

Washington, Aug. 4.—Managers of
the western rallways have accepted
arbitration of the wage dispute with
their enginemen and firemen, and a
genernl strike has been temporarily
averted,

Brussels, Aug, 4, —The French min-
Ister has Informed the Belgian gov-
ernmant that three German dirigiblea
were observed tonight flying toward
Brussels, having invaded Belglan ter-
ritory,

Berlln, Aug. 4—The German border
troopa from Laublinitz, Stiesla, today
after a ahort skirmish with Russians
look posseasion of Crenstochown, Rua-
gian Poland,

Berlin, Aug. 3.—The Russian patrol
last night crossed the German frontler
near Bichenreld in Posen and attacked
the German guard at a rallroad bridge
near Warthe. Two Geérmans wers
wounded and the attack repulsed. The
above |s issued by the Imperinl staff,
which adds the war has actually be-
gun,

London, Aug. 3. —The Britigh naval
reserviaty were called outl at 3 o'clock
this afternoon. This nctlon Is confirm-
‘ng the bellef that England la ready
to take its part In the struggle

Ottawa, Ont., Aug. . —Royal naval
agerves have been called upon by
(e British sdmiralty for servica



